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the religious life. How could a people, placed by the countless
demands of its daily life in constant and prolonged contact
with its neighbours to the south, the east and the north, have
escaped their influence only in the pattern of its religious life,
when that very life was for them the all-important thing ?
In seeking to analyse and reduce that life to its basic elements,
it is the diversity and contrasts of those elements which strike
us most. Over against the belief and practice of priest and
Rabbi, with their rigid observance, which had for them, never-
theless, its emotional value, we find the warm and living religion
of the simple folk, born of a robust faith in the power and
righteousness of Jahweh, together with an astonishing receptive
credulity and a surprising mass of superstitions. From this it
is only too clear that even men reputed to be learned were not
always proof against contamination. All the natives of Pales-
tine, in greater or lesser degree, took dreams seriously; un-
expected noises alarmed them; everywhere around them they
felt the presence and activity of good and evil spirits, and
believed that they could defend themselves by means of amulets,
magical formulae, exorcisms and incantations. Indeed, all this
childish and cumbrous sorcery seems to be as foreign to the
religion of the heart as the mechanical dryness of legalism;
and it is a cause for wonder that it should have met with such
success in Palestine. Even the schools were not always immune
from it.
But this is the very state of mind which was characteristic
of the whole of the Hellenized East x at that time, and for long
after. We catch a glimpse of it in the environment of Apollonius
of Tyana at the end of the first century a.d., and in the circle
of Alexander of Abonoteichos, under Marcus Aurelius. More-
over, in the light of this simple fact, we are at once able to
understand why Judaism never succeeded in protecting itself
effectively against the disease of syncretism, of combining
heterogeneous beliefs ; it was caught up, by the force of circum-
stances, in the great religious stream which was then flowing
through the ancient world. Only its nationalistic character
saved it from the danger of complete absorption. Jahwism,
however, did at least derive from the religions with which it
came into contact elements which enriched it and profoundly
transformed it.
The point wrhich must always be stressed is the cardinal
fact that in  all these Palestinian regions,  alongside of the
precepts of the priest,  the dogmas of the scholar,  and the
formulae of the quack, we find a true, solid, deep piety, closely
1 CCLXXVm, i, 413, n. 3.

